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tion. If so, we must undoubtedly assign to philo-
sophy a more modest position than has sometimes
been claimed for it. It must resign its claim to a
vision of transcendental realities, to a knowledge of
things in themselves, and of the ultimate ground-
work of the universe. It has not, I hold, a
subject-matter peculiar to itself; it reveals no
principles belonging to a separate sphere of thought;
it corresponds simply to the attempt to correct and
harmonise the cruder thoughts of the average human
being, and to state explicitly in their purity the
principles which have been all along implicitly in-
volved in his ordinary observations. It is, therefore,
not a substantive, but an adjective; philosophy is
not a distinct department of thought, and cannot be
defined by itself. All we can say is, that we think
philosophically in so far as we think rightly. When
our mode of conceiving the world includes no hetero-
geneous or conflicting element, we shall be philo-
sophers ; but we shall not, in that capacity, have a
separate dominion of our own.

Now, it will probably do no harm to philosophers
more than to other men, to be impressed with a
sense of modesty and a right appreciation of the
necessary limitations of their enterprise, You have
been trying to soar beyond the atmosphere, and you
will make the better, use of your wings when you